
I have agreed to accept the nomination for ACUMS President and am writing this statement for 
you to peruse before casting your ballot. I have been a member of the ACUMS Board for a 
number of years, serving in the roles of Communications Chair, Secretary and Vice President. I 
have always enjoyed my time sharing with my ACUMS colleagues and look forward to continue 
doing so in the future. My supervisor is fond of saying that my institution has greatly benefitted 
from my professional development with ACUMS.  

One thing I have come to believe about ACUMS is that our primary strength comes from our 
gathering. While our list serve has been and will continue to be a useful tool for networking and 
getting answers to your questions, I feel that our gathering together at our now annual conference 
is the lifeblood of the organization. If you have not attended or have not been able to for a long 
time, I encourage you to do so. I have never returned to my job from an ACUMS Conference 
without some knowledge about our industry which I did not previously possess.  

During my time as a member, we have gone from having a couple thousand dollars in our 
checking account to accumulating close to $30K. While we all would like to have a nice rainy 
day fund of our own, I feel that this has become a bit much for a Non-Profit Organization of our 
size which now meets once a year at an event that receives a fair amount of sponsorship. Our 
Conferences have become annual money-making events for us while our spending and expenses 
remain relatively flat. If elected President, I will use my influence to attempt to spend down our 
accounts at our Conferences on our membership. Our website is now up and running and will not 
require any great amounts of funding. I do not see any other areas that would require spending. 
At the end of the day, we will be holding this cash in reserve until we get sued for something or 
it reverts to the State of Massachusetts where we incorporated in the event that we fold. I have 
served on the board of my local Little League for years and we start each season off with $1K in 
the bank, raise money through dues and fundraising, and successfully maneuver through each 
year. ACUMS ran in this manner from 1979 through the end of the 20th Century with much 
greater participation than we have today. Accumulating cash reserves has not increased either 
our membership or active participation and in fact we have reduced the number of our 
Conferences and business meetings from two to one each year. I believe having too much cash 
on hand will eventually become a liability for ACUMS. If elected President, I will do my best to 
spend down our reserves at the next two annual conferences.  

If you support my position which I laid out above, than I welcome your vote. If you do not, then 
please support another candidate.  

 

Thank you, 

George Goldsworthy 

Saint Michael’s College  


